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Is it made of....?
Can you [...] with it?
Is it for ----ing?
Is it bigger/smaller than...?













https://arsenal.gomedia.us/shop/vectors/machinery-vector-pack/



What’s Matilda doing now?



What hasn’t Matilda done since last ….?



She hasn’t been to the movies since February



She hasn’t been to the movies since February

to the zoo January

We eaten in a restaurant

He hasn’t seen his grandma March

Edu played football

for ages



1.Guessing games
2.Describe-and-draw



Activities should be …

1. genuinely communicative 

Gatbonton, E. and Segalowitz, N. (1988) ‘Creative automatization: 

Principles for promoting fluency within a communicative framework’, 

TESOL Quarterly, 22, 3.



interaction

communication

A

B



Paper conversation



Activities should be …

1. genuinely communicative 

2. psychologically authentic 

Gatbonton, E. and Segalowitz, N. (1988) ‘Creative automatization: 

Principles for promoting fluency within a communicative framework’, 

TESOL Quarterly, 22, 3.



‘Activities should be designed ‘to allow learners to 

experience some of the normal psychological 

pressures felt by people engaged in real 

communication.’ 

Gatbonton, E. and Segalowitz, N. (1988) ‘Creative automatization: Principles for 

promoting fluency within a communicative framework’, TESOL Quarterly, 22, 3, p.486.



Activities should be …

1. genuinely communicative 

2. psychologically authentic 

3. focused

Gatbonton, E. and Segalowitz, N. (1988) ‘Creative automatization: 

Principles for promoting fluency within a communicative framework’, 

TESOL Quarterly, 22, 3.



‘The activities should be designed around basic functions 

and notions that learners are likely to have to handle in 

everyday life, such as directing, describing, and 

apologising.’

Gatbonton, E. and Segalowitz, N. (1988) ‘Creative automatization: Principles for promoting 

fluency within a communicative framework’, TESOL Quarterly, 22, 3, p.487.



Activities should be …

1. genuinely communicative 

2. psychologically authentic 

3. focused 

4. formulaic

Gatbonton, E. and Segalowitz, N. (1988) ‘Creative automatization: 

Principles for promoting fluency within a communicative framework’, 

TESOL Quarterly, 22, 3.



https://www.english-corpora.org/

https://www.english-corpora.org/


Soars & Soars, New 

Headway Pre-

Intermediate, OUP 2000



‘The prevailing view today is that learners unpack the parts 

that comprise a sequence and, in this way, discover the L2 

grammar. In other words, formulaic sequences serve as a 

kind of starter pack from which grammar is generated.’

Ellis, R. & Shintani, N. (2014). Exploring language pedagogy through second language 

acquisition research. London: Routledge, p. 71.



One of us can

Two of us

All of us

None of us



One of us would

Two of us

All of us

None of us



One of us has/have never/ever

Two of us

All of us

None of us



One of us hasn’/t

haven’t

had…

seen…

been…

etc

since

Two of us

All of us

None of us



Activities should be …

1. genuinely communicative 

2. psychologically authentic 

3. focused 

4. formulaic 

5. inherently repetitive

Gatbonton, E. and Segalowitz, N. (1988) ‘Creative automatization: 

Principles for promoting fluency within a communicative framework’, 

TESOL Quarterly, 22, 3.



'There is a strong effect for task repetition… The 

evidence strongly supports the view that previous 

experience of a specific task aids speakers to shift 

their attention from processing the message 

content to working on formulations of the message.’ 

Bygate, M. (2009) Effects of task repetition of the structure and control of 

oral language.' In Van den Branden, Bygate, Norris (eds). Task-based 
language teaching: a reader. Amsterdam: John Benjamins, p.270.



Scrivener, J. (2005) Learning Teaching. Oxford: Macmillan.





One person said that....

Some people commented

Nobody reported

A lot of people mentioned

told me



Activities should be …

1. genuinely communicative 

2. psychologically authentic 

3. focused 

4. formulaic 

5. inherently repetitive



Activities should be …

1. genuinely communicative 

2. psychologically authentic 

3. focused 

4. formulaic 

5. inherently repetitive

+  6. ‘pushed’



Swain (1985) elaborates on what she means by ‘push’, in 
arguing that output should be 

“pushed towards the delivery of a message that is not only 
conveyed, but that is conveyed precisely, coherently and 
appropriately. Being "pushed" in output ... is a concept that 
is parallel to that of the i + 1 of comprehensible input.”

Swain, M. (1985) Communicative competence: some roles of comprehensible input 
and comprehensible output in its development. In Gass, S. and Madden, C. (eds.) 
Input in second language acquisition. Rowley, Mass.: Newbury House (p. 249).



Show and tell





Activities should be …

1. genuinely communicative 

2. psychologically authentic 

3. focused 

4. formulaic 

5. inherently repetitive

6. ‘pushed’



Activities should be …

1. genuinely communicative 

2. psychologically authentic 

3. focused 

4. formulaic 

5. inherently repetitive

+  6. ‘push’

and 7. they should require deep processing



'Research also shows that mental activity has a powerful 
effect on memory, that there is a tight relationship between 
"cognitive depth" and retention (Craik and Lockhart 1972). 
What this means is that the more we actively work out a 
solution to a problem (the more commitment we make to 
the task of learning something that is), then the more likely 
we are of storing this information permanently.’ 

Nattinger. J. (1988) ‘Some current tends in vocabulary teaching’, in Carter, R. & 
McCarthy, M. (eds) Vocabulary and Language Teaching. Harlow: Longman. (p.65). 



Have you forgotten the way to my hut?

Every evening I wait for the sound of your footsteps,

But you do not appear.

One Robe, One Bowl: The Zen Poetry of Ryokān, trans. John Stevens, New York: 
Weatherhill, 1977.

Dictogloss/textogloss



Two-way translation

Translate 
English text 

into L1

Translate L1 
text back to 

English 
(unseen)

Compare 
and discuss





Study hard
Competition with other student to get
High grades are our
Obligation to make
Our parents
Love us



Discussion

1. Which activity did you like best/least?
2. Which activity works best online?
3. Which activity have I tried already?
4. What other communicative activities work well in my 

teaching situation?
5. What are the main challenges, teaching online?
6. What are some of the advantages?



Reporting structures

We talked about

X said that...

We (generally/mostly) agreed that

Someone/X disagreed

Y made the point that...

Z told us how he/she....

We couldn’t decide if/whether...

In the end....



‘Trying to make online education “the same” [as face-
to-face education] most likely will lead to less than 
optimal learning, when, in fact, online education has 
the potential to support significant paradigm changes 
in teaching and learning.’ 

Swan, K. (2003) ‘Learning effectiveness: what the research tells us,’ cited in Means, B., 
Bakia, M., & Murphy, R. (2014) Learning Online: What research tells us about whether, 
when and how. London: Routledge (p.24)



Activity type Adaptability to online

1. Guessing game easy

2. Describe and draw/choose easy

3. One of us/two of us...; Find someone who easy

4. ‘Paper’ conversation; text chat easy

5. Survey + report easy-ish

6. ‘Show and tell’/ presentation easy

7. Dictogloss easy-ish

8. Two-way translation easy-ish

9. Collaborative writing easy-ish

10. Discussion + report easy



www.scottthornbury.com

Thanks!



Offline

Online

Grammar exercises

Vocabulary learning

Intensive/extensive 
reading

Listening/viewing

Writing

Asynchronous chat

reporting

Real-time 
communication



‘The need to use language to construct new meaning facilitates 
language learning by helping to stretch and destabilize learners’ 
language. It helps learners to retrieve less accessible language 
and explore and transform their language.’

Tin T.B. (2013) Towards creativity in ELT: the need to say something new. ELT Journal, 
67/4, p. 387.



Scott goes to a conference 

Last Friday, our English teacher, 
Scott, went to a conference in 
Lisbon (Portugal). The conference 
was about the English teaching 
and it started on Friday at 2.00 
and finished on Saturday at 5.00. 
Scott was in Lisbon from Friday 
afternoon to Sunday evening . On 
Friday night he stayed in a hotel 
but on Saturday he spend the 
night with friends in their country 
house .

The weather was gloriously hot 
and he really enjoyed his stay .


