Scott Thornbury

“What´s wrong with a bit of
fun?”

Sponsored by Richmond

The introductory plenary session was delivered by Prof Scott
Thornbury.
He started by revising the notion of fun applied to ELT through
the different existing methods since the humanistic approaches to
teaching and learning were introduced, giving his critical point of
view on them.
He commented on Krashen's ideas on the emotional part of
learning. He explained that attention was essential to any kind of
learning. He went on to describe the relationship between fun,
motivation and challenge, and the implications of the use of skills
in any learning process; input is not enough.
Then, he introduced Swain´s ideas that students have to be
pushed in order to succeed.
He referred to humour as an antidote to fear, and explained how
play and flow can feed into each other; how important it is to use
ludic language and how play invites students to create new
language which will provide them with a chance to experiment
different identities. He concluded by explaining that the pro-fun
and anti-fun approaches to learning are not incompatible and that
there should be a balance between challenge and play in the ELT
classroom.

Richard Bradley

“Exploring mind
management memory tales
for learners of all ages”

Sponsored by Trinity
College

Richard Bradley started with a triple slogan: “Educate, Engage,
Empower” and then he referred to the existing different
learning styles. In order to attend the different linguistic skills,
the teacher should prepare activities according to these
styles. He went along focusing on project based learning. He
went on to talk about Active Learning, based on Piaget´s
theories; he explained the steps that students have to achieve
to be involved in active learning. On this subject he referred
to Lev Vygostki and his ideas on active self-discovery and
awareness, also approaching the concept of the zone of
proximal development.
The speaker introduced three important motivating factors:
fun, action and choice, emphasizing the importance of choice,
which is crucial for learners to enforce motivation. The
speaker gave clear examples of activities implying choice. His
talk eventually concluded by mentioning the Bliuma Zeigárnik
Effect, whereby interruption of a task can lead to it being
remembered in more detail since the brain has the tendency
to finish the task, which remains stuck in the brain until it is
finished.

Ruth Horsfall
“”

“Motivation is a team game”

Sponsored by British Council

Ruth Horsfall focused on the different aspects that motivate
students. She referred to important factors such as a good
environment in the classroom, the subject matter,
classmates, family, the teacher and the students themselves.
All these, among other aspects, will surely facilitate the
students' willingness to learn.
In her presentation, Horsfall invited all teachers to think for
a few moments about their individual experience: “What
aspects do you think can motivate students to learn a new
language?”, “What motivated you to learn a new
language?”, “What motivated you to become a teacher?”
From here, she then approached the importance of each of
the factors that boost motivation and keep it constant. She
went on to explain why it is essential that these factors be
complemented in the same way as a team works.
Finally, Horsfall proposed a series of activities and games to
be carried out in the classroom in order to motivate
students to participate, always bearing in mind teamwork,
cooperation and respect among students and teachers.

Alex Warren

“Sowing the seeds for
success”

Sponsored by National
Geographic Learning

Alex Warren started by asking a question to the audience on
how to sow the seeds for success. The speaker explained that
teachers should develop psychological and intellectual needs
through Active Learning, with students being at the centre of
the process. Then, he referred to Jean Piaget´s approach
explaining that active thinking is discovering. He then showed
some thought provoking images that would provide useful
prompts for students' questions and debate. He went on to
mention various means of motivating learners. Then, he
referred to John Dewey´s ideas about various relevant and
meaningful ways of learning. He also commented on the
idea, exposed by Lev Vygotski, that children learn through
social interaction. He reminded teachers of the importance of
working with projects. Referring to Jerome Bruner, Warren
explained the importance of learning through effective
scaffolding from warm-up to wrap-up. He also reminded
teachers to design activities for different learners in order to
create a strong desire to learn and to move a step forward to
long-life learning. It was remarkable the high-quality images
used by Warren in his talk.

Will Rennie

“The importance of
confidence in effective
communication”

Sponsored by
Edinburgh School of English

Will Rennie delighted the attendees with his “life lessons”,
drawing from his experience and funny anecdotes as a
language learner in Madrid. He had the feeling that he could
help students throughout their learning experience.
He states that communication depends, to some extent, on
the audience and particularly on the communicator´s
accuracy, knowledgeability, manner etc., but , above all, it is
confidence the most important factor that makes people
comfortable and allow them to take risks. He gave many
examples on how to develop this confidence, such as
creating content for social media, producing video footage
posing as tourist guides, picking a random presentation from
the internet and say something related to each slide off the
cuff, among other stimulating ideas. He presented a further
example: Lip Sinc Battle, where students pretend to sing by
just moving their lips; this activity helps students with their
pronunciation.
But, above all, Will Rennie made the point that it is
important to maintain focus on students' success beyond the
classroom and help them develop the skills and confidence
to do so.

Tom Wogan
“Weiner´s Attribution Theory
of Motivation”

Sponsored by Cambridge
Assessment English

Tom Wogan´s talk was connected with research carried out
by the University of Barcelona.
Tom introduced teachers to an abstract topic which has
practical implications for the English language classroom.
Bernard Weiner´s attribution theory of motivation helps us
to understand how to help students to see what factors
they can control and optimise when they are learning a
language. Four factors should be considered: native ability,
effort, task difficulty and luck. The role of effort is a key
element. This sounds obvious, but in practice teachers and
students may put success and failure down to luck, native
ability or a relative difficulty of a given task.
Tom gave the attendees some useful tips that can be
employed in an English language classroom in teachers
attempts to maximise motivation, and encourage students
to take control of their own learning process.
Wogan's presentation included a number of interesting
activities and new ideas.

“Dancing on the Edge of
Perception”
Gerard McLoughlin

“Dancing on the edge of
perception”

Sponsored by APABAL

He presented a series of exciting online activities to work
with students with upper level students. He explained that if
we are passionate about something, anything can be
reached. The selection of his videos didn´t leave anyone
indifferent
The first activity was about the integration of people with a
disability in society.
First, he played a video of a blind person who dedicated
himself to photography and how he carried out his artistic
productions. Then, teachers watched another video entitled
"Hopes and dreams” which was about refugee children from
different countries and cultures talking about their dreams.
These children, despite their circumstances, had not lost the
hope of realizing their dreams. During the third activity
teachers visualized a video about the subject of
discrimination. After each activity learners were required to
give immediate feedback, and then they are motivated to go
deeper into the subject. All the activities dealt with social
issues, with the aim of educating people in values of mutual
respect. This workshop was very much appreciated mostly
because it offered a new perspective on language teaching.

APABAL General Meeting

Annual Assembly

Within the Convention timetable, APABAL held its annual
meeting with their members. First, Aina Carreras, president
of APABAL took the floor to present an overview of the main
activities carried out by the association: Then, Montserrat
García, Aina Trias and Assumpta Sureda went on to explain
in more detail the activities coordinated by them, the new
initiatives taken and the results achieved.
Then the APABAL treasurer, Carmen Moreno presented the
account statement for last year and went on to invite
teachers to join or give support to our activities. She
reflected on what members can do for APABAL and
mentioned the following aspects:
• Support funding our Association
• Attend and publicize our activities
• Become a member of the board
• Volunteer to help: Conference, Magazine, brochures….
• Create a SIG (Special Interest Group)
• Network for us: make interesting contacts (for lectures,
for collaborating, for discounts…)
• Contribute with ideas for new activities

BUDGET 2018
Carmen Moreno Huart. Treasurer

INCOME 7.148€

11%

14%

Convention fees
Membership fees

23%

Sponsors
Courses
52%

EXPENSES
Activities
9%

Conference

13%

Office supplies

8%

Coordinations

4%

Office rental

12%

32%

6%
5%

Bank commissions
Web

11%

Magazine
Merchandising

Video competition winners

Before closing the convention, a raffle was open to all the
attendees in the auditorium. The winner was awarded a
wireless loud speaker for the classroom.
The prize-distribution for the winners of the video contest
"Lights! Camera! Action!" took place in the same conference
hall. Some students who had participated in the recording of
their video clip were present in the room together with their
parents. The winning video “English with magic is easier”, was
presented by Catherine Cobb English teacher at IES Son Pacs
(Palma). She was awarded a tablet. The audience enjoyed
watching the video. Then, Cobb took the floor to thank APABAL,
her students and the people who were the protagonists of the
video clip or had collaborated with it. The prize was delivered
by Aina Carreras, the President of APABAL. The first finalist was
“Stars Wars Family” presented by Margarita Sanz, also from IES
Son Pacs; she was awarded a pair of wireless headphones; and
the second finalist, awarded with a wireless loudspeaker,
corresponded to Diana Barceló, from CEIP Punta de n´Amer,
with the video “We Need a Hero”.
Carmen Moreno, from the APABAL board, thanked all attendees
for their participation in all the activities in the hope of
achieving the same level of success in coming years.
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