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As in previous years, the Convention will be 
held at the “Escola d´Hoteleria”.  
Edifici Arxiduc Lluis Salvador, Carr. de 
Valldemossa, km. 7.5, 07122 Palma,  
lles Balears.  
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SCOTT THORNBURY BIODATA SUMMARY 

	  

 
 

SPONSORED 
 BY 

APABAL	  

	  

 
Scott Thornbury an internationally 
recognized academic and teacher 
trainer in the field of English Language 
Teaching, he has written over a dozen 
books on ELT methodology.  

Currently, Thornbury is Associate 
Professor of English Language Studies 
at the New School in New York. We 
will share his experience focusing on 
motivation,  

 
 

 
OPENING PLENARY TALK 
 
What’s wrong with a bit of fun? 
 
Motivation causes effort and effort leads to 
success. But what causes motivation? It’s 
popularly thought that ‘fun’ is a great 
motivator: if the learners are having fun they 
will learn. But can language learning really 
be all fun? Isn’t it about effort, concentration 
and hard work? In this talk, I’ll argue the 
case for and against foregrounding fun as a 
guiding principle in methodology and course 
design. And I’ll let the audience vote on the 
outcome. 
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TOM WOGAN BIODATA SUMMARY 
	  
	  

 
 

SPONSORED 
 BY 

CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY PRESS 
 

	  
	  

 
Tom Wogan has lived and worked in 
Catalonia since 1993. In that time he has 
worked in schools, private language 
schools and university language schools 
both as a teacher and a Director of 
Studies. He has also worked for an 
educational publisher and now works full 
time as a Business Development 
Manager for Cambridge Assessment 
English in Andorra, the Balearics and 
Catalonia. As part of his job, he runs 
teacher training events and gives 
presentations on subjects related to 
testing and assessment, methodology, 
educational psychology, ELT and SLA. 
 
 

 
PLENARY TALK  
 
Weiner’s Attribution Theory of 
Motivation  
 
He will talk on Weiner’s Attribution Theory 
of Motivation in connection with research 
about Spanish students led by the 
University of Barcelona. Wogan will give a 
very practical presentation including 
interesting activities and ideas.  
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LOLA REEVES BIODATA SUMMARY 
	  
	  

 
	  

SPONSORED 
BY 

TRINITY COLLEGE 
LONDON  

 

	  

 
Lola Reeves Garay Abad is a teacher, 
a teacher trainer and a specialist in SLA. 
She has been in education for the last 
17 years. Classically trained in 
languages, methodology, CLIL and 
special needs in education, she has 
managed academic programs, 
published classroom material and 
delivered teaching development 
workshops to professionals in main 
stream education and language 
teaching. She is also involved in 
mentoring and works as a consultant in 
various public and private schools 
across the country.  

 
TALK  
 
Practical communicative activities that 
help students develop productive  
skills for written and oral communication 
  
Learners need scaffolding and functional 
language for communication, and it's 
beneficial for them to be made aware of the 
language needed to express their ideas 
clearly. The objective of this workshop is to 
look at some practical ways, strategies, 
techniques and collaborative activities to help 
students produce written and spoken 
language in a scaffolded way. We will also 
analyse examples from the classroom and 
explore online resources.  
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RUTH HORSFALL BIODATA SUMMARY 
	  
	  

 
 

	  
SPONSORED 

 BY 
BRITISH COUNCIL 

MADRID 

	  

 
Ruth Horsfall is the Young Learner Courses 
Manager for the British Council in Spain. She has 
been working as a teacher, centre manager and 
academic manager in Spain for over 20 years and 
specialises in teaching and learning English with 
Early Years and Primary students. She is 
currently responsible for the English programmes 
in all British Council teaching centres in Spain 
reaching over 10,000 students from 2 to 17.  Ruth 
is a strong believer in promoting creativity in the 
classroom and has been involved in a number of 
innovations in English language teaching, most 
recently integrating coding into English lessons. 
Her passions include storytelling and promoting 
life-skills through teaching.  She works closely 
with language teachers, both in her organisation 
and in schools in Spain, and since completing her 
MA in Education and Applied Linguistics in 2010, 
has been particularly interested in the areas of 
language and literacy as well as motivation and 
engagement in the classroom. 
 
 

 
TALK  
 
Workshop Title: Motivation is a Team 
Game 
 
In this workshop we will consider the 
motivational factors that influence 
language learning and look at how to tap 
into these when teaching primary 
students. Being or feeling motivated is not 
something that a learner or teacher can 
achieve alone, and we will explore how we 
all play a part in the motivation of learners. 
We will look at the role of the teacher, the 
learner, the peer and the parent and see 
how creating a more wholesome learning 
experience, where confidence, self-
awareness and risk-taking are paramount, 
allows the student to be a more successful 
and engaged language learner. The 
session will include several techniques 
and practical activities to help teachers 
foster a motivating learning experience 
and a positive student mindset. 
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ALEX WARREN BIODATA SUMMARY 
	  

 
	  

SPONSORED 
 BY 

NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC 
 

 
	  

 
Alex Warren is a DELTA trained teacher 
trainer with over 15 years’ experience of 
working in ELT as a teacher, academic 
director and teacher trainer. Prior to his 
experiences in ELT, Alex worked as a 
journalist before a chance encounter in 
the Indonesian jungle began him on the 
path which has led him to working with 
National Geographic Learning. A firm 
believer in a communicative approach to 
language learning and student-centred 
learning, Alex enjoys working with 
innovative, thought-provoking materials 
and presenting on a wide range of ELT-
related topics, all the while driven by his 
passion for developing teachers on a 
global scale and helping them to reach 
their true potential. 
 
 

 
TALK  
 
Sowing the Seeds for Success –
Enhancing Active Learning with YLs 
 
We want to set our students up for success 
in their lives, in their future; and their 
education is vital to that. As teachers we 
need to prepare and educate students to 
the highest level as the future is in their 
hands. We need to set them up for success 
in school and success in life. By no means 
is this a journey they go on by themselves, 
they need the guiding hand of the teacher 
to help them be prepared. In this interactive 
session we’ll explore how we can help sow 
those seeds for success, using examples 
from National Geographic Learning’s young 
learners series. 
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WILL RENNIE BIODATA SUMMARY 
	  

 
	  

SPONSORED 
 BY 

EDINBURGH 
SCHOOL OF ENGLISH 

 

	  
	  

 
Will Rennie began teaching in 
2011, moving from Madrid to 
Munich and back to his home city 
of Aberdeen. Over 5 years of 
teaching before moving to 
Edinburgh School of English, he 
completed his Dip. TESOL and 
gained experience with an 
extensive variety of classes and 
students. 
This allowed him to meet people 
with very different needs, which 
proved to be invaluable after 
moving to Edinburgh School of 
English. Working within the 
Octorial programme of Instill 
Education, Will has been well-
placed to contribute to a syllabus 
which focuses on communicative 
confidence and the soft skills that 
are vital to effective 
communication. 
 

 
TALK  
 
The importance of confidence in effective 
communication. 
 
This talk aims to explain the importance of confidence 
in effective communication. 
First, I will describe an experience early in my career 
in which I successfully overcame a difficult 
communicative situation. I will ask the audience to 
discuss what I took from the experience, before I 
demonstrate that communicative success depends on 
the impression that a learner can make on their 
audience. I will ask the audience to consider what 
contributes to this impression and state that 
confidence has the single biggest impact. 
I will then assert that the key to developing learner 
confidence lies in risk-taking, and provide advice and 
practical activities for those seeking to work on this in 
their classrooms. Finally, I will return to the experience 
described above and briefly explain how the 
confidence I drew from my early experience benefited 
me. 
 

	  
	  
	  
	  


