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Dear Teachers,

Escola d’Hoteleria de les Illes Balears
Edifici Arxiduc Lluís Salvador
Cra. Valldemossa, km 7,5
07122 Palma

Palma de Mallorca
Friday 12 April 2013
th

At the English Teaching Conference our principal aim is to offer
you practical training workshops that are designed to reflect
current teaching contexts, enabling you to keep up-to-date
with the latest innovations. You will take away with you sound
activities and ideas that you can use directly in your classrooms.
As always, the Macmillan team will be there to give you a warm
welcome and will present our new materials.
As we expect this event to be extremely popular, we encourage
you to reserve your place as soon as possible. You can do this
by registering online at the following website:
Visit: www.apabal.com
Registration will take place until Tuesday 9th April.
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Once again Macmillan ELT are delighted to invite you to the
training highlight of the year – the Diada del Professorat de
Llengua Anglesa (English Teaching Conference) which will take
place at the Escola d’Hoteleria de les Illes Balears on Friday,
12th April.
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We hope to see you there!
Best wishes,

Son Oliva, 10 baixos
07004 Palma de Mallorca
Tel. 971 75 82 73 – Fax 971 76 00 44
illesbalears@macmillan.es

Toni Tudela
Regional Representative Training

Louise Connolly
Head of Teacher Training

Speakers
Mark Ormerod
Mark is a teacher, teacher trainer and ELT materials writer from the UK. Most recently he
has co-authored, with Carol Read, Tiger, Macmillan’s new course for Primary schools. He
is also the co-author of Find Out!, the author of Holiday World and several books in the
series of Macmillan Children’s Readers. Mark was Head of Macmillan’s Teacher Training
Services from 2001 to 2005. He now combines writing and speaking engagements with
his work as a teacher at International House, Barcelona.

Joanna Herbert
Joanna has been working in EFL since 1993, having taught children and adults of
all nationalities in the UK, Japan and Spain. Having spent several years in Madrid,
teaching and training teachers in both the public and private sectors, Joanna is
now based in Alicante where she is currently teaching at the Lycée Français. Joanna
has collaborated with various Consejerías and is a regular speaker at Macmillan
Teacher Training events.

Inma Piquer
Inma Piquer works as tècnica docent at the Departament d’Ensenyament (Catalonia)
and as an Infant Education Teachers Degree professor at the University of Barcelona. She
has a wide experience as an Infant and Primary English teacher in Escola Sant Cristòrfor
(Begues) as well as teacher trainer on the programme Impuls per a l’Ensenyament de
l’anglès a l’Educació Infantil i Primària offered by the Departament d’Ensenyament in
recent years. Inma holds a PhD in teaching English to very young learners. Since 2002
she has been offering teacher training talks and courses all over the country as well as
publishing some articles in ELT magazines.

Alistair Jones
Alistair is Centre Director of Cambridge School, Granollers and Academic Coordinator for British Summer’s summer camp programmes. He is a regular speaker at
teacher training events and also gives extended training courses for Primary school
teachers. He is co-author of Net Languages’ English 4 Kids and English 4 Teens,
and also of Clever Kids, a CD-ROM course. He also wrote the student websites for
Macmillan ELT’s Bugs World series.

Jan Wright
Jan is a teacher trainer based at International House Palma de Mallorca. She works
mainly on Cambridge CELTA courses but also has extensive experience on short
training courses and workshops with Spanish state school teachers of English. Prior
to teaching English as a foreign language, she worked for a short time as a Primary
school teacher in Britain.

Tom Spain
Tom has been teaching English for over 20 years and has spent the last 15 years
at the British Council in Madrid designing and teaching courses for learners of
all levels. He is fascinated by the themes of motivation and group dynamics and,
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because of this, likes to use a more personalised methodology in the classroom. Tom
enjoys finding and/or adapting authentic materials for use with students and is a big fan
of technology as a useful tool for helping learners.

Steve Muir
Steve has worked in ELT as a teacher, teacher trainer and materials writer for over 20
years. He has taught English to young learners and adults in Egypt, Hong Kong and
Spain. He lives in Madrid and works at the British Council in Alcalá de Henares.

Will Varney
Will is an experienced EFL teacher at all levels, from pre-Primary to adults. He has worked
in both the state and private sectors and has also been an examiner, materials writer
and ELT consultant. Will holds a postgraduate diploma in Applied Linguistics and TESOL.
He is currently based in Galicia, Spain, from where he works as a teacher trainer for
Macmillan ELT.

Jade Stevens
An experienced teacher and trainer, Jade has worked with students of all ages and
levels for The British Council in Europe, The Middle East, and North Africa. He has delivered
Cambridge Young Learner courses (CELTYL) for the British Council and International
House, and trained Primary and Secondary teachers for the Xunta in Galicia. He currently
works as a Teacher Trainer for Macmillan ELT.

Sessions
ROOM 1 – Infants & 1st cycle Primary
Jo Herbert

Child’s play

(3 to 7-year-olds)
In this session we will examine the challenges faced when teaching English to 3 to 7-yearolds and the special considerations which need to be taken into account by the teacher.
These will be supported by a variety of fun, simple and practical classroom activities
appropriate for this specific age group.

Inma Piquer

Integrating language and arts and crafts

(3 to 7-year-olds)
Using arts and crafts in the English language classroom can provide a very powerful
tool for learning and getting children to speak. In this hands-on talk, examples of art
and crafts activities, which allow us to explore these benefits, will be demonstrated. We
will also consider some useful strategies to make the most of children’s artistic creations.
Some practical activities, which can easily be adapted and used in any Infant and
Primary classroom, will be presented.

Will Varney

Sessions
Steps to arts and crafts

(6 to 7-year-olds)
The arts and crafts classroom provides an excellent context in which to develop key
competences and skills. Teaching arts and crafts through English will nurture our
pupils’artistic and creative intelligence, develop their awareness of the world around
them as well as improve their linguistic abilities. In this session, we will explore how
these skills and abilities can be systematically and effectively developed through a
series of practical, hands-on activities that will engage and motivate our youngest
learners.

Jade Stevens

The Three Cs: Content, culture and language competence

(6 to 7-year-olds)
Preparing children for the big, wide world is an implicit part of our role as educators. In this
session we will explore ways to achieve this by using content from other curriculum areas,
along with aspects of children’s culture from English speaking countries, thereby raising
intercultural awareness and developing language skills side by side.

ROOM 2 – 2nd & 3rd cycle Primary
Mark Ormerod

It’s not just reading practice

(8 to 12-year-olds)
What can pupils do with a text? They can read it, of course. They can also think about,
interpret and talk about it. They can learn from it. They can play games and have fun
with it. They can change it and personalise it. They can present it as part of project or
a performance. There’s so much our pupils can do with texts in class that it’s a shame
to label them as just “reading practice”. In this session, we reconsider texts as a tool for
learning, with a focus on developing the whole child.

Alistair Jones

Grammar games

(8 to 12-year-olds)
Children often find it difficult to acquire and use key grammar patterns and highfrequency chunks of language. The objective of this session is to present a selection of
grammar games that get children learning at chunk, sentence and text level, beyond
the individual word.

Joanna Herbert

Last but not least

(8 to 12-year-olds)
When it comes to learning a language, children experience it in the oral form before
the written form. Reading and writing are the last skills that we develop in language
learning and they often take a back seat in the primary classroom or are relegated
to homework. Course books are full of opportunities for reading and writing but these
are often unseen or ignored. In this session we will look at some practical ways of
exploiting your materials in order to develop your young learners’ reading and writing
skills.

Jan Wright

Say it again, Sam!

(8 to 12-year-olds)
In the session, we will try out activities that exploit the listening texts in our course
books as a springboard to speaking practice. We will also look at how we can, and
should, integrate a fun focus on pronunciation.

ROOM 3 – ESO & Batxillerat
Tom Spain

Real conversation in the class

(ESO & Bachillerato)
These are some ideas designed to get students using their spoken language skills
in a more relaxed and creative way. We’ll be telling and listening to lots of interesting
stories. Because this kind of ‘real’ conversation can be unpredictable, we’ll also be
looking at how to exploit their chats for our language-learning purposes.

Steven Muir

Telly learning

(ESO & Bachillerato)
In this practical workshop we will look a range of classroom activities inspired by clips
from film, TV and YouTube. These activities focus on a variety of language areas and
skills, and can be adapted to use with many other clips. Most importantly, students
seem to enjoy them!

Tom Spain

Creative homework

(ESO & Bachillerato)
I’ve been experimenting with homework tasks for some time now. The goal is to try
and link the tasks to students’ interests and hobbies and in that way to actively
encourage learner autonomy. We also have regular sharing and feedback in the
classroom. There’ll be lots of ideas to try out!

Steven Muir

Cover story

(ESO & Bachillerato)
Like most teachers, I’ve been asked to cover a class at short notice or found myself
with a spare few minutes at the end of the lesson. In this workshop we will look at a
number of activities which I’ve tried out over the years. Ranging in length from five
to sixty minutes, what they have in common is that little or no preparation is needed
and students seem to like them.

